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The month of September is a time of exciting beginnings and bitter sweet endings.  
It is the end of the long, glorious days of summer and the beginning of the short, 
achingly beautiful days of fall. It is a time when young boys and men don football 
helmets to dazzle the crowds and sun-kissed children reluctantly return to halls of 
learning; for the Sacramento Diamonds Bridge Club the month of September, 2010 
was a time of celebration, recognition and expressions of love. 
 
On September 13th the Diamonds hosted a Western-themed party and bridge game 
to recognize and honor club members eighty years old and over. It was a day that 
will be long remembered, filled with fun, camaraderie and good will. 
 
Most of the members were decked out in Western attire with wide-brimmed hats, 
jeans and boots. The decorations included a horse, hay stack, a western corral, real 
horse shoes and checkered tablecloths on the tables with a centerpiece of flowers 
invoking the Western plains.  
 

 
 
Attorney Heman Smith, the program MC told several funny jokes about seniors; 
Gloria Parker toasted the ninety year olds, a poem saluting seniors was written and 
read by Delores White and the song “Home on the Range” was led by the 
Diamond’s President Margaret Ware.  
 

       



As usual the food was plentiful and soooooooooo good. There were barbecued ribs  
and chicken, tri-tip beef, baked beans, green beans, potato and green salad, slaw, 
pies, cakes, ice cream, cookies, watermelon, drinks and so much more.  
 
Prizes were awarded for the best Western Attire. Maurice O’Neal won first prize 
and Margaret Ware and Birdie Conyers tied for second place.  
 
 

                 
Prize Winners                Committee  Members           Barbecue  
 
The party committee, chaired by Vice President, Marcella Bellows did an excellent 
job. The committee members were; Jackie Brownlee, Jackie Carley, Sam Jones and 
Margaret Ware.  
 
Ten members over eighty and three members over ninety were honored. There were 
ten tables of bridge including three guests; one of the guests was an ACBL director 
who asked for a copy of the poem and this article to submit to the ACBL Newsletter.   
 

 
 
                   90 Year Olds                          80 Year Olds 
 
The Western Party was a huge success and the president stated that during her 
presidency it would be a yearly affair with a different theme next year.  
* See more pictures on last page 



Other Events in September 
 

 
On September 4th Verna Lewis celebrated her 93rd birthday with a lovely backyard 
party. A large number of Diamond members were in attendance, along with Verna’s 
95 year old brother and 90 year old sister. Also in attendance was a niece from 
Texas and Verna’s daughter who resides in the Bay Area. The food was delicious (as 
always at Verna’s parties) Verna defies the age stereotype. She is extremely 
independent; still lives alone, drives everywhere she wants to go (even on the 
freeway) and always looks her best when she goes out.  May you celebrate many 
more birthdays Verna! 
 
On September 9, Helen Scott’s friendly Thursday game resumed after a short 
summer hiatus. Also on September 9, Diamond directors and bridge teachers, 
Gertrude Wright and Helen Scott flew to the Los Angeles area for a special 
Director’s Training Session with the Western Section’s preeminent director, Gloria 
Webb. Gertrude and Helen were very appreciative of this training. Gertrude sums 
up her experience below. 
 

Director’s Training  
 
Helen Scott and I went to Southern California for Director’s training with the WS 
Bridge Education Instructor, Gloria Webb.  Our field of tr aining revolved around 
the Modified Round Robin.   
 
Basic instruction centered on:                                Setting up a Game 
                           Movement of the Teams 
                                      Scoring the Game 
                            Determining the Winning Team 
 
During our stay, we learned how to defend a hand, leads and carding and using 
various conventions. “Now we just have to remember everything we learned. Mrs. 
Webb and her husband entertained us royally. Their home is gorgeous and we had 
the run of the house. Gloria and Ernest are the most gracious people; couldn’t ask 
for better hosts.  
 
After intensive training the fun started.  Mrs. Webb and her husband took us to a 
great birthday party held for a cousin. The music was good, old school; music you 
could sing along with and dance to.  Good food, great drinks, great people and a 
lovely home.  The weather was absolutely wonderful; warm, breezy and a beautiful 
starry sky set the scene for a fantastic night.  The DJ knew just how to keep 
everybody on the floor. Thank you Gloria for the training and outstanding 
hospitality and thank you Ernest for your part in a wonderful experience. 
 
President; Margaret Ware 
Reporter: Gloria Parker 



 
More Pictures From Western Theme Party 

 
     Decorations 

                       
     Ranchers  

                      
 

          
 

   


